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ANITUAL GE}IENAL MEEIING

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Charing Cross Hote1, London,
on Saturday 14th JuIy 1990 connencing aL 2.00 pm

Present: J A Leach MBE (President), J Prean (Chairman), g E Ransone (Deputy
Chairman & VC Marketing and promotions), p H M HiIIier (Treasurer)

Vice Chairmen
M [iGopTlni.nistrabion), S J Sneyd (Selection/Coaching), G R yates
Hon Life Members
ffitt,RJCrayden,GJames,NKReeve,},IrsDMStannard,
A E Upton, K Watts, E G White, A J H Wickens J M Wright,
Viee Presidents
C-A Burden, F E Clay, B G Fretwell, D J Moss, H J Webb
Aceredited Representatives - County Associations

nd)' Berkshire
(Mr B R Halliday), Buckinghamshire (Mr A c catchpole), cheshire (ur t vardon),
Clevel-and (l,trs .l Ransome), Cornwall (Mrs A P Archdale), Derbyshire
(Mr M Al1sop), Devonshire (ur r T 0 ponting) r Essex (ltrs o squier), Hampshire
(Mr H A1bery), Hertfordshine (Mr H Stevens), IsIe of Wight (Mr B P Lamerton),
Kent (I,tr C A Burden), Lancashire (l,tr A E Upton), Middlesex (l,tr M Close) ,
Northamptonshire (l,tr O H Evans), Sonersef (Mr A Carey), Staffordshire
Mr J M Blackband), Surrey (Mr J A J Dawson), Sussex (Ur C T Hyland),
Warwickshire (Mr G Taylor), Wiltshire (1.{r D M parsons)r Worcestershire
(Mr D J Moss), Yorkshire (Mr E HiIl)
Aecredited Representatives - Non-Countv Local Le
None
Accredited. Representatives - Local Leagues
Brighton (!,tr B N Pettitt), Bristol (Mis J L Watts) r
Eastbourne (Mr J Woodford), North Herts (Mr J Jernyn),
!{enbley/Hamow (l,tr C Walsh), Weston super },tare (},lrs A p
(Mr S Parr)
Other Menbers
ffiTanaff(NURC), Mr R S Scruton and },tr P Roden (Tournaments Conmittee),
Mr B n J Webb (Appeals Board), Mrs E prean (IsIe of Wight), llr L Darne11,
l,lrs M Darnell (Essex), Mr B E Spicer (sussex), Mr D Bayne_Turner (Bournemouth),
Mr K Muhr (l'tilton Keynes), Mrs D Jermyn (North Herts), Mrs P Lauder (Romford),
l'lr D Howres (Staines), !,Ir and Mrs R Clack (swindon), Mr J Jab1on (l,inoa Farrow
TTC), Mr P Linnecar and l,lr M Reid (Tean Peniel), ltlrs V Roffe (Barclays Bank
pIe)
Organisatigns in Good Standing
l,Ir R Hunt (gritistr Sports lssociation for the Disabled)
In Attendance
ffiTafiSutton (Chief Exeeutive), Mr A W Shipley (General Secretary),
Mr R J Stevens (Finance Officer), W R H Sinclair (Deputy Events Manager),
Mr D C Gray (Development Officer)

l,lr J Prean (Chairman) r*elcomed all present and took the ehair.
1. REPORT OF STANDIITG ONDERS COIO{ITTEE (DOCIilENT 2488/1/AV)

0n a motion by Mr K watts, seeonded by Mr A E upton, the report lras
adopted.
STATDTNG omERS (DOCIMmn 2432/1/Ay)
Standing Orders as cireulated were accepted.
TELLERS
Il was proposed, seconded and agreed that l,rr R Ctaek and !{I. D Howes be
appointed Tellers for the meeting. They were reninded that, Tellers could
not take part in debate.

4. APOLOGIES FON ABSENCE
A11 apologies for absence were noted.

Derby (ur M AIIsop),
Stafford (Ur e l{ates),
Archdale), Nuneaton

2.

3.
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5. MIMITES OF lEE ANNUAL GET{ERAL MEETING HELD 8TH JULY 1989 (DOCI'MENT

2362/ 1/nJS)
Mr H A1bery Hants) proposed and Mrs A P Archdale (Cornr.ra1l) seconded
acceptance of the ninutes. Docurnent 2362/ 1/RJS was agreed and signed as a
true record.

6. HATTmS ARISIIIG
6. 1 . Minute 9.1 .7 .

llr K Muhr (Milton Keynes) reported that donations
Meningitis Trust.

should be nade to the

6.2 . Minute 9. 1 .3 .
Fffii1tonKeynes)askedwhatfeedbaekhadbeenobtainedfronthe
questionnai.re sent to aI1 leagues seeking lnfornation on coaches, as he
felt this report on basic eoaching was most inportant to record. Mr S J
Sneyd (VC Selection/Coachlng) said that the number and standard of
replies was disappointing. The Chairman refered to previous attempts to
establish a coaching register wtrich had never naterialised. Mr D Gray
(Development officer) reported that' Mr B J Rowrey (coaching conmittee)
had recently volunteered to eontinue the setting up of a coaching
register.

7. NEPONT OF ffiE MAilAGEMH{T COIG{ITTEE
The Chairman r"eferred to the new streanline versj.on of the reportr which
had been produced in house to save eosts, and said he would go through the
report section by seetion. The following points arose during discussion:

7.1. Foreword Mr K Muhr sought clarification from the Chairman as to what
6tE6F-Tuggestions had been received in respect of the f100r000
Developnent Fund. The Chairnan llsbed a nunber, all of which would only
benefit minorities. The f\:nds would go to nenber leagues (associations)
1n order to promote the sport 1n their areas. The Chairman confirmed
that no sponsorship enquiries had been reeeived as result of the recent
adoption of l,lr Chen Xinhua as an England player. l,1r Muhr suggested that
the chairman might make it a self-fulfilting prophecy by not marketing
the player. The Chairman pointed out that he did not have the specific
responsibility for Marketing, neither was it part of his brief to obtain
sponsorship. That was handled by the Marketing Connittee and the Chief
Executive. He assisted when asked to do so or in the case of the Leeds
Building Society before a Chief Executive had been signed, where he
assisted in the presentation and ultinately met the Board at their
request in order to state the case for sponsorship of the sport. Mr A E

Ransone confirmed the above and stated that the whole England team would
be vigorously marketed.

7.2. Administrttion In reply to a question from Mr J Jermyn (Nortn Herbs),
me Cfiief-Executive confirmed that the terms of reference for indivldual
sbaff nenbers were freely available on requesL. The meeting f\-tlly
endorsed the tribute made to the General Secretary.

7.3. Board of Appeal Mr J Wright (life Member) greatly regretbed the long
Aeiays-G-bntnging appeals to a conclusion. The Chairman agreed with his
remarks but pointed out that Appeals were the responsibility of National
Council. Proposals to speed up appeals would again be made to Council on

28th July. l,lanagement Commlttee had not been given powers bo deal with
such matters. If it had, they would have been dealt with more swiftly.

7.4. Competitlons l,lr A Carey (Sonerset) regretted therre was no mention of the
ffi- very successful wonenrs conpetitions. The Chairman said that these
would be referyed to later in Development Section. Mr E G White (life
Menber) commented on the misuse of the word trIn as the report was of the
Management Cornnittee who r.rer€ a body. Noted. Mr J Wright (Life Member)
said as an ex long serving member of the English Championships Committee
he had been disappointed to learn that all serving menbers had resigned.
He invited the meeting to reeord their appreciation for valuable service.
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T .4 . eont.
Mr A E Ransome (Chairman, Marketing Committee) explained that they had
not resigned but retired as a Comrnittee and Market,ing Comnittee would be
making use of their experti.se. Mr M Close (Middlesex) regretted thal
County Championships Conference had not been given the opporlunity io
comnent on the CC paragraph, as was the custon, and felt the br"evity did
an injustice.

7 ,5. Marketing and Pronotion Mr A Catchpole (Bucks) asked if l,tarkeling
Comnittee agreed wifh the views of lhe Chairman thai there had been a
lack of interest in Chen Xinhua and eonsequently there vlas 1ittIe
marketing potential. Mr A E Ransome (Chairman, Marketing Comnittee)
replied that he had no wish to comment further, and accepted the
Chairmanrs previous replies. Mr P Linnecar (Peniel) r.eferred to a fall
in nembership of 15I over the last five years and 131" Ln cIubs, and asked
for the I'tarketing Committeets views. Mr A E Ransome agreed the figures
but, said that there lrer€ encouraging signs. Open tournament, British
League, County Chanopionships, Veterans entries were all increasing and
81001000 was being spent to reverse the decline. l,lr M Reid (peniel) felt
that in fact, less and less youngsters wer€ playing and a major factor was
that they r.rere being priced out of the gane. Commerical interresbs r.rerre
taking too much prominence in produet marketing strategy. The Chairman
said that the faI1 in membership was due to vari.ous factors and instanced
birth patterns. Fal1s of as high as 8fi had been recorded in previous
years. At least the figure was now dolrn to a little over 3tr. Leagues
with active development schemes had i.ncreased their membership.
Following a long discussion on the strategy and concentration needed to
combat deellning membership, h A E Ransome said that his Comnittee would
take note of suggestions made. He alr*ays neticulously declared any
comnercial interest and had never found any personal problens of
eonflict. Indeed his professional marketing experience had often proved
invaluable. A11 trade matters were handled by the Chairman and Chief
Exeeutive solely.

T .6. Qgnlreq of Excellence I',lr G Walsh (I{embley/Harrow) felt thaL il r.ras bad
@stocentresofexce11enceby8200andthatdueto
inflation fhey should realistically be increased by that sum. Mr S J
Sneyd (VC Selection/Coaching) pointed out that larger funds had in facl
been allocated to the Centre of Excellence seheme. There would be a
number of weekends in Lilleshall in addition to the regional centres.
This meant lower allocations to regional centres, including a further
redueiion next season. The opportunity existed for regional Sports
Council grants. He had found no difficulty running a regional centre on
the funds available. The Chairman sald he had visited one of the
National Excellence Camps the previous weekend and was inpressed. He
confirned that larger funds overall had been made available ln respect of
Centres of Excellence over the years even during a tine of financial
crisis which he found after being elected to his offiee.

7.7. Computer Ranking Scheme l,Ir G Evans (Northants) rreferred to his
successful ranking scheme for Northanptonshire, details of which he had
sent to HQ. He had received neither an acknowledgement nor an
explanation as to why his schene had been rejected in favour of the
system now used. The Chief Executive said that he had vrritLen in reply,
although not received, and the experts on the Ranking Conmiltee had
chosen the system of Mr Woodlng for, reasons unpublished. The Chairman
regretted the lack of notice of the question. He reealled l-tr Evansr
letter and had delegated the matter to I,1r Donald Parker with whom l,tr
Evans, he understood, had discussed the matter. The ranking panel had
decided on the current scheme. He pointed out also thal this involved
over 20r000 entries pa and rrarned that mistakes ler.e inevlLable.

7.8. Development The Chairman invited Mr D Gray (Development Officer) to give
a brief resume of his activities. I,lr D Gray said that the highlight ofthe season nas the ereation of a 8'1001000 league development fr:nd. IIe
had visited many leagues and local authorities aII over the eountry and
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7.9.

8.

8.1 .
9.

7,8. cont.
good progress was being nade in schools and sports centres. Mr M C1ose(Middlesex) expressed concern at the concentration at 1oca1 league leve1
which left a vacuum and he felt resources should be spent over a widerarea. l'lrs J Ransome referred to the successful development of womenrsactivities over the past year wlth promotions and coaching activities.
Following further discussion, Mr S parr (Nuneaton) drew attention tostandlng orders and proposed next business. Seconded by Mrs J L Watts(Avon). Carried nem con.
49option .of Report Mr B R Hal1iday (Berkshire) and Mn s A p Archdate(Cornua11) moved and seconded the aeeeptance of the Management Committee
Report - agreed.

BEPONT OF ELECTIOT{ OF CEAIBUAN, DEPIITY CHAINUfiiI IND ?REASI'NEN FOR SEASON
1990/ 91 (DOC[['!H[T 2449/ 23/ AY)

The report uas noted.
NEPOn3 OF APPOINTMtr\IT OF rICE CH.AINMEN FOR SEASON lggo/91 (DOCI]MBIT
2479/23/ Lus)

9.1. The report was noted.
10. nEPonT 0F E EcTIoN 0F NATIoIIAL coul{crLlons Fon SEAsoN lggo/g1 (DoctMENT

2489/23/ AY)
10.1. The report was noted.
11 . REPOBT 0F THE TnEASUnEn 

' REPORT OF THE AUDITOBS AITID SIATH.{HIII OF ACCOtnmS
FON TEE ETNAI{CIAL TEAR ENDED 31sf, MANCH 1990

1 1.1. The Treasurer was delighted to report the most successful financial year
in the Associati.onrs history, but he could not foresee this beingrepeated. He hoped that ever]rone had had ampre time to examine the
accounts and invited questions. l"1r A Waters (Stafford) referred to the
non-expenditure on seminars and questioned whether this money could beput to better use. Mr A E Ransome replied that sone seminars were
planned and l'lr S Parr requested seminars for grass root adminlstrators.
Mr G H Yates (V:.ce Chairuan) proposed and l,tr C A Burden (Vice president)
seconded that the Heport of the Treasurer, the Report of Auditors and
statenenb of Aecounts be accepted. carried on a show of hands.

12. PROPOSED ALTENATIONS TO NULES (PROPOSITIONS No's 1 AND 2) (PRoPosED oN
BEHATF 0F SLOUGH At{D DISIRICT TTL, BY }m P HILLIER, AND PROPOSITIQN No.3
PnoPosED oil BE'HALr 0F NATTONAL CffrNCrL Br MR K TATTS, RITLES COIA{ITTEE

12.1. PROP0SITION No. 1

12.1.t.ffig.t.afterrNationa1Counci1'linsert,,,Management
Comni.tteerrr. Mr P Hillier spoke in favour of the motion which lras
felt to be merely commonsense. Mr H Albery (Hants) seconded the
notion and it, was put to the vote. A card vobe r.ras ca1Ied for and
the motion lras defeated by 168?5 votes for, 18062 against.

12.2.
12.2.1 .

PROPOSITION No.
authorised offleial until after
eventsrr substitute rran authorised

Mr P Hillier spoke in favour of the motion which was felt to be a need
to tidy up the situation. Mr H Albery (Herts) seconded bhe notion and
it was put to the vote. A card vote was caIled for and as the
appointed Tellers were already carryi.ng out their official duties it
nas proposed, seconded and agreed that Mr A J H Wickens and Mr E J
lilallbutton be appointed ad hoc Tellers for that particular vote. The
motion r.ras defeated by 18043 votes for, 13401 against, a two thirds
majority belng required.

12.3. PROPOSITION No. 3
12.3.t.@o.Afterl'AnynemberS'linsePt,,,formerI'bmbers'|.

Amend Rule 33.11. After rMemberstr i.nsert ,, former Members.
The proposition was carried on a show of hands.
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13. !{OTIOT{S BH,ATTNG TO IEE LAWS OF TABLE TETNTS (DOCIME}IT 2491/AUS) (PBOPoSED

ox BEEALF OF NATIONAL COTNCIL BI !m A WICKENS, RTLES CoI'${ITTEE)
13. 1 . reIIgN-&ffiIs AGM directs the National Council to exercise its power under

Rule 42.7.1. and authorise any Local League which wishes to do so to
allow the use of uncovered rackets in i0s donestic conpeti.tions during
the season 1990/91.
Carried nem con.

13.2. MOTION B
fHAt-tEis AGM directs the National Council to apply to open Tournamentst
County Chanpionships, British League, National Team Knock-out
competitions and any other events covered by the E'fTA computer rarking
scheme during the season 1990/91 the following ITTF regulation
(4.2.1.1 .3):

the surface of one side of the racket shall be bright red and the
surface of the other side shall be black, wtrebher or not both sides
are used for striking the ball.

Carried nem con.
13.3. MoTIoN C

THAT this AGM directs the National Council to authorise any County
Association or Loeal League whieh wishes to do so to adopt for season
1990/91 the regulation eontained in Motion B for its own competiti-ons,
but so that no County Association shall have power to direct a Local
League to adopt it for that leaguets domestie eompetitions.
Carried nem eon.

14. MOTION NAN REIATING TO WATrING OF AFFILIATION FEES (DOCUME}IT 2492T1/AI{)
(PNOPOSED O{ BEHALF OF HULL AITD DISTRICT TTA BI I{R E EILL)

14.1. THAT this Annua1 Meeting considers that the English Table Tennis
Association should have discretion to waive affiliation fees in respect
of prospective new teams in their first season of membership provided
that:

(a) Application is made on their behalf by the loca1 affiliated
bable tennis association

(b) the Ioca1 association is satisfied that such teans have the
potential to becone fuIl fee paying menbers in subsequent
seasons

and directs the National Council to fornulate and propose any necessary
changes of rule. Mr E Hill (Yorkshire) said that it was felt that, this
would be a good encouragement to grass roots and inprove meobership. Mr
J M Wright (Life Menber) felt thaf this was a dangerous nove, and l'!r A

CalchpoJ-e (Bucks) felt thal ever5rone should pay this modest price for
thelr sport. It r.ras suggested that County Associalions would be free to
waive their affiliation fees if they w'ished. Mr G R Yates (Vice
Chairman) seconded the motlon. The motion l,ras defeated on a show of
hands.

15. UOTIOI{ NBll RH,ATIilG TO VETUE OF TUTTIRE AGMS (DOCT'MENT 2492/1/AI{) (PNOPOSED

OT{ BEEALF OF EULL A]rD DISf,RICT TTA BY }M E EILL)
15.1. THAT this Annual General Meeting instructs the English Tab1e Tennis

Association to hold the 1991 Annua1 General Meetlng in the north of
England, and that subsequent Annual General Meetings be held alternately
in the south and the north of the country.
Mr E Hill (Yorkshire) spoke in favour of fhe motion and I'(r S Parr
(Nuneaton) asked w?rat would be the dividing line to establish venue
choice. A card vote lras called and the motion was defeated by 1 1041
votes for, 18615 against.

16. ELECTION OF VICE PNESTDEIITS
16.1. The meetlng agreed on the proposal of the Chairman on behalf of National

Council, to a further three year term for the retiring Vice Presidents:
H Pearce

Moss D S Purr
Mrs S Sandor

C A Burden
B G Fretwell

A Hydes
Miss I

J Siddron
A W C Simons

A A llall
R l{illiamsWGGoldfinch GAOwen
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Mr }4a1co1m

I',lr Gerald

16.2. The meeting agreed, on the proposal of the Chairman on behalf of the
National Council, the eleetion for a teru of three years of the
following additional Vice Presidents:
Rea Balmford (Iorkshire), Chris Wrighb (Kent), peter Hillier
(Treasur"er).
Mr P Hillier was present to reeeive his badge and expressed his pleasure
at the honour.

17. AWAnDS

17.1 . Malcolm Scott Award The President prresented the ar.rard to
A1lsop for his work at national level.

17 .2. Ivor Montagu Award The President presented the avrard to
Hammond in recognition of his long service in administration.

17 .3. Victor Barna Uard The Chairman reported that National Council had
approved the award to Carl Prean for his outstanding performances,
partieularly European. A suitable opportunity would be found to make
the formal presentation to hin.

17.4. Leslig Forest, Menorial Award The Chairman repopted that this award had
been presented at the recent County Championship Conference to Mr K
Jukes of Worcester.

18. ELECTION OF ONE MM{BEN OF Sf,AIIDING ONDERS COUMITTEE
The Chairman expressed the Associationts thanks for the work of the
Standing 0rders Conrnittee. It lras agreed that Mr J M Wright, retiring
member, be re-elected.

19. ELECTION OF AUDITONS
It was agreed nem con that Messrs Spain Bros be re-elected.

20. AITY OTHEN COMPETEIIT BUSINESS
20.1. Mr J M Wright (i,ife Member) fett it a sad omission from the Management

Committee Report of the statistics, results etc, and hoped that they
would be included in future editionsr BS in the past. Whilst he
applauded the cost effeetiveness of house production, he deplored the
non-glossy cover. Mr K Muhr also felt standards had dropped and asked
thal statistics reappear.

20.2. l,lr K Muhr (l,titton Keynes) questioned a l,tanagement Committee decision not
to take part in the Quadrangular Tournament in Ire1and. He feIt, we had
a moral duty to take part and it lras a useful opportunity to blood young
players. The Chairman stated that the decision had been made malnly on
cost grounds and because the event was unpopular with our leading
players. No moral duty existed. It would not assist our cause in
obtaining increased sports council grants if l,e lost, since
international success is now a najor factor in determining grants. The
decision was a sound one.

20.3. l'lrs J Ransome (Woment s Comnittee) asked thal in future the Maurice
Goldstein Award be included in the other award announcements.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at
5.55 pm.


